1
Participants in most programs have serious substance abuse issues and have been charged with nonviolent offenses. Drug Court is unique because it represents a close working relationship between chemical dependency treatment and the criminal justice system. It is a highly structured program that combines intensive supervision, regular communication between participants and the team, and chemical dependency treatment/addiction recovery support. The program is committed to assisting with the early intervention, treatment and rehabilitation of offenders who are found to have substance use disorders. Drug Courts are also proven to be highly cost-effective. 8 One cost-related meta-analysis concluded that Drug Courts produce an average of $2.21 in direct benefits to the criminal justice system for every $1.00 invested -a 221% return on investment. 9 When services are targeted to the more serious, higher-risk offenders, the average return on investment was determined to be even higher at $3.36 in direct benefits for every $1.00 invested. 9 These savings reflect a considerable cost-offset to the criminal justice system resulting from reduced re-arrests, law enforcement contacts, court hearings, and use of jail or prison beds. 10 When more indirect costoffsets were also taken into account, including savings from reduced foster care placements and healthcare service utilization, studies have reported economic benefits ranging from approximately $2.00 to $27.00 for every $1.00 invested. 11 The result is net economic benefits to local communities ranging from approximately $3,000 to $13,000 per Drug Court participant. 12, 13, 14 Drug Court teams utilize a multidisciplinary approach that takes advantage of the expertise and skills of a variety of professionals. The most effective programs require regular attendance by the judge, defense counsel, prosecutor, treatment providers and law enforcement officers at staff meetings or status hearings. 15 
